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Bromley Mencap welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Ravensbourne Place proposals. We recognise the need for good-quality housing, affordable homes, health infrastructure, community facilities and accessible green space in Bromley. However, we have significant concerns about the potential effect of the proposals on The Lodge, our vocational training and community hub in Norman Park, and on the disabled people who rely on it.
The Lodge is not simply a building within or near the wider area affected by the proposals. It is a specialist, accessible service base used by disabled adults to build independence, confidence, work skills and community connections. 
Any development that affects access to Norman Park, local roads, parking, pedestrian routes, public transport, safety, noise, air quality or the operation of nearby land could directly affect disabled people’s ability to attend and benefit from this service. It could also affect the customers who support our coffee kiosk and bike hire projects.
We also receive weekly visits from specialist schools and supported living providers. The disabled children and adults they support benefit from visiting The Lodge and enjoying its surroundings. These visits could also be affected by changes to access, parking, transport, safety, noise or air quality.
Participants attend The Lodge to develop independence, employability, communication skills, confidence and practical life skills. For many disabled adults and their families, the service provides structure, routine, social connection and a pathway towards greater independence. The Lodge also supports wider community inclusion through its café, horticulture and cycle-related activities.
Bromley Mencap does not object to the principle of improving local infrastructure, creating accessible open space or delivering community facilities. However, we are concerned that the scale and duration of the Ravensbourne Place proposals could have unintended consequences for disabled people who rely on The Lodge.  



Changes to road layouts, park access, parking arrangements, traffic volumes or construction routes could make attendance more difficult or, for some people, impossible.
We are particularly concerned about any impact on Hook Farm Road, access into Norman Park, routes across the park, nearby parking, Blue Badge parking, taxi and minibus drop-off arrangements, and safe walking routes for people with mobility, sensory, cognitive or communication needs.
The Lodge depends on a calm, safe and predictable environment. Construction noise, vibration, dust, vehicle movements, temporary closures, diversions and changes to the local environment could have a disproportionate effect on disabled adults, particularly people with autism, learning disabilities, sensory sensitivities, anxiety or complex support needs.
The Lodge works because it is embedded in Norman Park and connected to the wider community. Participants benefit from being in a real community setting, using practical learning environments and interacting with members of the public. Any changes to park layout, public access, footfall, landscaping, fencing, routes or neighbouring uses must preserve and enhance this connection rather than making The Lodge feel separated, difficult to reach or unsafe.
In summary, Bromley Mencap asks that the concerns outlined above are given significant weight when determining this application. The Lodge provides an essential service for disabled people, and any development should ensure that access, safety and the continued operation of the service are not adversely affected. We would welcome ongoing dialogue with the Council and the developer to help identify practical solutions that protect the needs of the people we support.

Steve Barnes
Chief Executive, Bromley Mencap
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